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Survival Through Art

My art has been used as a first steprtacesshe emotional
Issuesof my life. Through art | could clearly understand my
struggle and articulate how | felt about the struggles impact.

Charles Anderson
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The Struggle

Acrylic Painting

The sun represents the overpowering pressure of opposition.
Noticethe arms and body posturtes some individuals in the
painting as they enter the struggle. One individuabsut to
overcome anth the process begins to simko theearth. Another
iIndividual notices the person sinking and prep&od®lp the
iIndividual from sinking deeper.

Each individual in the picture represents many individuals who
will one day overcome their struggles, but the impact leaves a
sting that changes their view. A view of how they see themselve
and the world around them for they will newer thesame.

Charles Anderson



The Struggle
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Obstacles

Doors were open for me but somvereshrouded withbarriers

and stipulations that attempted to keep me fgatting through
thefi o p daors. My personal stories include repeatedly hearing
t he foll owi n gesevaterisarefelilot okt hhse o
just been fillegd 0 [Wotisk wour interested in no longer is on the
mar kafij, wst s bavedistibbgs dn thev@her side of
town. o

Charles Anderson



Darkroom Alterations

Black and White Filni
Digitally Enhanced

Obstacles
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Window of Possibility
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Black and WhiteFilm:

Picturesof windows

symbolize for me &iew
beyond my social and
political confinements.

Charles Anderson




Looking Back

This window symbolized
looking back at the old tire
swing and recalling a
happy childhoodl lived In
a white farmmeighborhood
and as life progressed,
racism became more
evidentandincreasingly
overwhelming

Charles Anderson



Restaurant Entrance

Black and White Filmwith color highlights:

Thealley reminds me of the time when public accommodations
such as restaurantepvies, andlrinking fountains were
segregatedOftentimes we could eat in some restaurants if we
entered through the alley and ate in the kitchen.

Charles Anderson
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Restaurant Entrance
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Poverty

Black and White Filmwith color highlights:

Although poverty is an economic condition that can touch
anyone, this pictureymbolizes the powerful impact poverty has
had onme.Especially when | saw people going through garbage
cans. Bytodays standardse werer ai s e d poor ,
realize it then.

Charles Anderson
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Learning Disability

Hard Edge AcrylicPainting:

Thissymbolizesvhat my learninglisability lookedike. It has
had a major impact on my life and included several academic
dismissalsand criticismFor example, in higechool | failed

vocational autanechanicsandmyi gh s chool C O
donot know what to tell you I
vocational traoklegé asédedeat

won't last twoweeksin college 0

It was easy to be stereotypsbenyou are an African American
and amathlete Beingan art major didn't alwayselp either.

Charles Anderson



earning Disabllity




What 0s 1 n your Futur

Is our world afiery ball of confusionand the solar system
becoming fracture€2lAt this pointin my life therewas racial
unrest.Burning, beating in thestreets, andvar inVietnam.|
knewl would be drafted into the arngpon andn the midst of
this chaos, Wwas having difficulty in school again.

Charles Anderson



What 0s n your Futur

Mixed Media Collage with paint, Hard Edge Painting with aluminum
canvas strips and Styrofoam honeycomb cover
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Different Perceptions

Hard Edge AcrylicPainting:

This picture represents my life coming together. My art was more positive. My
Army career was successful teaching art, jewelry makihgtographyand dark
room techniques. In the armgserves worked withsoldierssuffering from
emotional trauma.

After the army | was able tgraduatdrom college on th® e a hst gotmarried,
and later in life wagrandfathered in as an art therapist. It was my faithnaynd
spirituality that turned my lifearound.

Thesepaintings are all the same but different lighting can lead to different
perceptionsin my experience, disagreements in life between one persons
perceptiorand another, lifexperience can be the basis for many current
multicultural conflicts. For example, since | experienced applying the paint to the
canvas and mixing the colors , | know the true colors. | am not confused about
o t h percépsion.| must be respected for what | know from my life experience.

Charles Anderson



Different Perceptions




THANK YOU

| thank you for the opportunity to share our art
work with you.

Charles Anderson and Greg Dawson



Cloudy Sunrise



